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That their hearts may be comforted, being knit together in love.  Col. 2:2 
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When the Lord called us to 
seize this opportunity, it 
weighed heavily upon my heart.  
I wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others through 
the word of God rightly di-
vided. But I did not know it 
would be in this capacity. So 
when the Lord called, I an-
swered, but not without fear 
and some hesitation.  I also 
knew that He would give me 
the capabilities to perform His 
work.  As we receive feedback 
from you, the readers, we give 
God the praise and the glory 
with all humility and gratitude 
that He chose us to this won-
derful work.   If through this 
newsletter, only one person 
comes to the saving knowledge 
of God through Christ, what a 
tremendous blessing.  What a 
holy blessing to all in Christ, If 
only oneôs understanding is 
enlightened to the word of 
truth, rightly divided. 

My heartôs desire- my passion, 
is for unbelievers to know the 
truth, the word of God rightly 
divide (which should be the 
desire of all in Christ) and that 
those in Christ understand the 
ñMysteryò the unsearchable 
riches of Christ (Ephesians 3). 

One of this newsletterôs pur-
pose is to teach brothers and 
sisters that God has done the 
work for us in Christ, that 
NOTHING (no works) can be 
done by anyone to gain  

Continued on pg. 3 

Dearly Beloved Brothers and 
Sisters, 

Once again, I am greatly 
blessed to have the God given 
privileged to speak to you 
through Godôs written word-
the word that strengthens us 
and gives us hope for the best 
future we could have ever 
hoped for-a future living an 
eternal life with Christ (Titus 
1:2)(1Peter 1:3,4). 

Isnôt it wonderful to know that 
the opportunities God has 
opened up to us (His children) 
through the Holy Spirit, is not 
accidental in any stretch of the 
imagination. Everything we 
have done, are doing, and 
about to do for the kingdom of 
God is by His grace and mercy 
and He has ordained it to be 
so. 

Being children of God and co-
heirs with Christ (Romans 
8:17), we have inherited every 
spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Him (Christ)
(Ephesians 3:3). Therefore, the 
opportunities opened to us 
should be taken with confi-
dence and gratitude, that He 
who begun a good work in us 
will continue it until that day-
the day of Jesus Christ 
(Phil.1:6) There are no acci-
dents with God.  What He 
promises He will deliver (2 
Cor. 1:20). Donôt be afraid to 
take the opportunities God has 
granted, He may not keep 
them opened, or for that fact 
open them again if you con- 

tinue to reject them. 

Many of us ask, ñWhat is 
Godôs plan for my life?ò  I 
think youôll know if you were 
to accept those rejected oppor-
tunities, if you were to walk 
through those opened doors, 
if you were to say ñyesò to 
unchartered waters, if you 
were to say ñyesò when you are 
asked to get out of your com-
fort zone, if you were to say 
ñyesò to the Lordôs call.  An-
swer the call!! (Romans 8:28a) 
He would not call you if He 
had not equipped you!  Now 
then, we are AMBASSA-
DORS FOR CHRIST (2 Cor. 
5:20). 

We should not ask what is 
Godôs plan for our lives, but 
how can we live our lives so 
that they may be a blessing to 
God?    While we wait for 
God to answer, most of our 
lives are being wasted.  Living 
a godly life will give us the 
answer we so desire to have 
(Romans 12:1,2). 

We must remember our posi-
tion in God through Christ: 
that we are more than con-
querors (Romans 8:37).  We 
must remember our blessings 
and so walk as children of 
God- as His elect, in newness 
of life, as new creatures, being 
conformed day by day in the 
image and likeness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 
7:17)(2 Cor. 5:17)(Romans 
8:29c). 



 Originally written in 1998 by 
Dennis Kiszonas   

What about us today?  Are we 

under this kind of spiritual sys-

tem? Paul writes:  Rom. 6:14 

ñYou are not under law but un-

der grace.ò  We are not under 

Law.  In fact, the moment that we 

believed, we were baptized into 

the Body of the Lord Himself, 

and therefore baptized into His 

death.  We died to the Law.  As 

far as the Law is concerned we 

have died.  It can not bless us or 

curse us, we are dead to it. 

 Rom. 7:4-6 ñTherefore, 

my brethren, you also have be-

come dead to the law through the 

body of Christ, that you may be 

married to anotherðto Him who 

was raised form the dead, that we 

should bear fruit to God...But 

now we have been delivered from 

the law, having died to what we 

were held by, so that we should 

serve in the newness of the Spirit 

and not in the oldness of the 

letter.ò 

Giving today under grace is no 

longer ruled by the Law principle, 

because we died to the Law and 

today we are dead to the Lawðit 

canôt touch usðbecause the curse 

of the Law fell full fury upon the 

Lord Himself on the cross.  He 

Himself redeemed us from the 

curse of the Law: 

 Gal. 3:13 ñChrist has 

redeemed us from the curse of 

the law, having become a curse 

for us (for it is written, 

ñCursed is everyone who hangs 

on a treeò).ò 

 As Paul writes in Ro-

mans 7:1-4, giving today is now 

under the power of the Holy 

Spirit, who leads us, but never 

drags us, who works in our 

hearts to ñwill and to do of His 

Good pleasureò but motivated 

by the grace of God, by grati-

tude, and not by compulsion 

or necessity. 

lV.  The Penalty for Preaching 

Law in the Dispensation of 

Grace 

 Even in Paulôs day 

there were those who reasoned 

that leaving obedience up to 

the work of the Spirit in the 

believerôs heart was not going 

to work, and so they took it 

upon themselves to preach law 

in the dispensation of grace.  

Especially in the Letter to the 

Galatians, Paul deals with 

preachers who preach Law to 

Godôs people living under 

grace, and he wrote to the Ga-

latians: 

 Gal. 1:6-9  ñI marvel 

that you are turning away so 

soon from Him who called you 

in the grace of Christ, to a 

different gospel, which is not 

another; but there are some 

who trouble you and want to 

pervert the gospel of Christ.  

But even if we, or an angel 

from heaven, preach any other 

gospel to you than what we 

have preached to you, let him 

be accursed.  As we have said 

before, so now I say again, if 

anyone preaches any other 

gospel to you than what you 

have received, let him be ac-

cursed.ò 

 Paul says anyone who 

is preaching law in the dispen-

sation of grace is ñaccursed,ò 

and he repeats that 2 times to 

be sure that we get the mes-

sage. If anyone is preaching 

legalistic tithing today, :give 

10% and God will bless you/ 

donôt give 10% and God will 

curse you,ò  God says that per-

son is accursed.  They say, ñItôs 

in the Bible!ò  Yes, legalistic 

tithing is in the Bible, so is 

eating kosher food, keeping 

Saturdays Sabbaths, and many 

other requirements of the Law.  

The question is, is this what 

God wants us to be doing to-

day?  As we have seen in Paulôs 

teaching about giving, legalistic 

tithing is not Godôs will for us 

today ðwe are not under law 

but under grace. 

We are blessed todayðtotally 

blessed with every spiritual 

blessingðnot because we obey 

or tithe, but because the Lord 

Jesus died for us.  Anyone who 

is preaching blessing through 

tithing today is robbing God -- 

GIVING UNDER GRACE ñ PART 2 ñ Part I  

ñAs we have said 
before, so now I 

say again, if 
anyone preaches 
any other gospel 
to you than what 

you have 
received, let him 
be accursed ò   
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ðrobbing the Lord Jesus of the 

credit in full of saving us by 

His death on the cross!  No 

wonder God hates legalismðit 

sets aside the cross work of our 

Lord!  All our blessings are in 

Him today, not because of our 

obedience, weôre not under law 

but under grace! 

V. Giving Under Grace 

 We conclude our 

study of giving under grace by 

reminding ourselves from the 

word of God that while it is no 

longer commanded as a re-

quirement for blessing or a 

threat of cursing, giving is an 

important part of Godôs plan 

for our lives as saved people.  

God does not set an amount, 

He leaves that up to our own 

heartsðthe Holy Spirit works in 

us to be ñcheerful givers.ò  this 

is pleasing to the Lord and 

shows our gratitude to Him for 

giving Himself for us.  Paul 

wrote to Pastor Titus to en-

courage those in His congrega-

tion to be cheerful givers. 

 Titus 3:13-14  ñSend 

Zenas the lawyer and Apollos 

on their journey with haste, 

that they may lack nothing.  

And let our people also learn 

to maintain good works, to 

meet urgent needs, that they 

may not be unfruitful.ò 

   Paul spoke to the 

Ephesians on the beach about 

the necessity to remember to 

be cheerful givers: 

 Acts 20:35  ñI have 

shown you in every way, by 

laboring like this, that you 

must support the weak.  And 

remember the words of the 

Lord Jesus, that He said, ñôIt is 

more blessed to give than to 

receive.ôò 

 Again Paul wrote to 

the Philippians with thanks for 

their gifts for his ministry, and 

a reminder that there is a re-

ward awaiting them at the judg-

ment seat of the Lord for their 

generosity. 

 Phil. 4:15-17  ñNow 

you Philippians know also that 

in the beginning of the gospel, 

when I departed from Mace-

donia, no church shared with 

me concerning giving and re-

ceiving but you only.  For even 

in Thessalonica you sent aid 

once and again for my necessi-

ties.  Not that I seek that gift, 

but I seek the fruit that 

abounds to your account. 

 We who have trusted 

in the Lord who died for us 

know the joy of being saved by 

the grace of God, and sure of 

it.  We owe it all, today and 

forever, to Him.  We will 

spend eternity thanking Him 

for the gift of salvation that He 

gave to us.  Today God does 

not command us to give a cer-

tain amount of our income, He 

does not threaten us with  

ñwhile it is no 

longer 

commanded as a 

requirement for 

blessing or a 

threat of cursing, 

giving is an 

important part of 

Godôs plan for 

our lives as saved 

people.   
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Be diligent to present your-

self approved to God, a 

worker who does not need 

to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

II Timothy 2:15 

curses, or even bribe us with the 

promise of blessingsðHe has al-

ready blessed us with every spiri-

tual blessing in His son (Eph. 1:3)!

ðbut God does say that He loves a 

cheerful giver.   A believer who 

gives, not out of fear or by compul-

sion, but out of pure gratitude, 

ñThank you Lord, I want to give 

back to you part of what youôve 

given to me.ò 

 ñThanks be unto God for 

His indescribable gift!ò  2 Cor. 9:15 

 

From The Editor  
Continued from pg. 1 

SALVATION (Romans 4:5-Pastor 
Dennisô favorite Bible verse). Al-
though many say they are saved by 
the grace of God through Jesus 
Christ, they do not walk the walk.  
By faith they must believe that 
Christ DIED for their SINS, and 
AROSE (resurrected) to make 
them JUST (right) before God the 
Father. Then, they are to work 
out their own soulsô salvation 
with fear and trembling 
(Phil.2:12b).  Why?  For we are 
His workmanship,  created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them 
(Eph.2:10).  

Because of open opportunities, we 
are blessed to announce that 
ñGracious Timesò newsletter can 
now be accessed via the Internet.  
Due to subscription growth and 
limited resources, we felt com-
pelled to give our readers the op-
portunity to log on to our website 
w w w . g r a c e f o r t o d a y . o r g /
gracioustimesnewsletter.htm and 
download their subscription.  

Continued on pg. 6 
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ñIn this period of 
the promised 
coming of the 
Holy Spirit to 

indwell all 
believers-to teach, 

guide and 
empower, but 

most importantly 
to possess them, 
we see how we 

have a choice.  ò 
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were asked by the apostle Peter how 
much they had received for the sale 
of the land, it seemed to them a 
fitting idea to lie to him.  It is evi-
dent they got together and con-
cocted a lie to keep back some of 
the profits from the sale (Acts 5:9). 
Little did they know that they were 
not lying to the apostle Peter but to 
the Holy Spirit.   They succumbed 
to the temptation of greed (Luke 
11:39, 40) and deceit (Prov. 12:20). 

In this period of the promised com-
ing of the Holy Spirit to indwell all 
believers-to teach, guide and em-
power, but most importantly to 
possess them, we see how we have a 
choice.  Even then, when the Holy 
Spirit was doing a mighty powerful 
work in the lives of believers, Satan 
was still given heed at this most 
crucial time of spiritual authority 
and awareness.  He preyed on the 
weaknesses he knew they possessed, 
just as he does in this period of 
grace. 

Ananias and Sapphira thought they 
would get away with lying. They 
thought they would not be found 
out.  Peter would not have known , 
but Peter and the other apostles 
were given power from the risen 
and ascended Lord, when the Holy 
Spirit had come upon them (Acts 
1:8), acting on the lordôs behalf, in 
His authority.  This husband and 
wife team had done their deed in 
secret (Psalm 44:21) but God knows 
the secrets of the heart.  Whatever is 
done in the dark shall come to light.  
The Lord is the discerner of menôs 
hearts (John 2:24). 

Thereôs an old West Indian adage I 
often call to mind and at times use 
to get my point across.  It states-one 
could hide and buy land but one 
cannot hide and work it/cultivate 
it.   You could hide your deeds from 
man but never from God. 

Peter asking the question and know-
ing the answer even before Ananias 
answered said to him, ñwhy has 
Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and keep back a part of 
the price of the land for yourself?  

While it remained was it not 
your own?  And after it was sold, 
was it not in your own control?   
Why have you conceived this 
thing in your heart?  You have 
not lied to men but to 
God.ò (Acts 5:3-4)  Godôs judg-
ment on Ananias was immediate 
and swift .  The scripture states, 
hearing these words he fell down 
and breathed his last (Acts 5:5).  
And fear came upon all those 
who heard what had happened.  
Obviously, Sapphira, his wife did 
not get wind of the events sur-
rounding her husband (Acts 4:4).  
Three hours later she came to 
Peter with the same lie. Oh boy! 
You would have thought she 
would have sought out her hus-
band to see how things had devel-
oped with him. Had he gotten 
away with the lie, I would have 
been curious wouldnôt you?   She 
had an opportunity to tell the 
truth and she chose not to.  When 
Peter asked her was the land sold 
for so much, that was the perfect 
time for her to come straight, but 
she had lied as did her husband.  
They had committed the unpar-
donable sin, (Matt. 12:31-32) they 
had blasphemed the Holy Spirit 
by lying to Him.  And so the same 
punishment was dished out upon 
her as well.  She made the choice!  
Satan got a two-for-one deal, had-
nôt he?  He planned his work and 
he worked his plan.  They had 
forgotten the admonition of the 
Lord.  You may blaspheme the 
name of the Father, you may 
blaspheme the name of the Son, 
but you shall not blaspheme the 
name of the Holy Spirit.  

The problem with Ananias and 
Sapphira was they tried to portray 
themselves as something they were 
not.  They could have kept some 
or all of the proceeds of the sale 
but, like many today they wanted 
others to believe they had sacri-
ficed all they had for the Lord.   

Continue on pg. 6 

All we know about these two king-
dom believers is narrated in the 
book of Acts Chapter 5: 1-11, 
according to the Bible.  Luke tells 
us Ananias and Sapphira, a hus-
band and wife duo who lied to the 
Holy Spirit about the profits they 
received from the sale of their 
land. This story allows us to see 
the wonderful grace of God that 
we in this dispensation take so 
much for granted, and this I say 
with a huge sense of obligation 
and humility. 

From the inception of the holy 
canon, we have read or heard of 
the story of Ananias and Sapphira 
and   of them lying to the Holy 
Spirit. We see how in that time of 
the Pentecostal era, (Acts 2:1-4) 
when the ñGreat Commis-
sionò (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:14
-18; Luke 24:36-49; John20:19-23; 
Acts 1:6-8) was commanded by the 
Lord for His people, the Jewish 
nation, that the ramifications of 
lying to God was swift to the of-
fenders of His word.  The believ-
ers of this era had ñall things in 
commonò (Acts 4: 32) since the 
coming of the holy Spirit.  They 
who had much sold their posses-
sions and laid the proceeds at the 
feet of the apostles (Acts 4: 35) 
and they dispersed them as the 
people had need.  Therefore no 
one was lacking (Acts 4:34). 

But, as the story goes on to say, 
and always there is a óbutô in every 
dispensation.  There are some 
who profess óbutô do not possess 
the way of the Lord.  Although 
Ananias and Sapphira seemed to 
be both believers, it shows how 
Satan could and does creep into 
the hearts and minds of Godôs 
people to tempt them.  He plants 
the seeds of greed and deceit in 
them.  With his own, he has al-
ready accomplished this and does 
not have to be as vigilant in their 
lives.  

 This couple sold a lot of land 
they possessed for a certain 
amount of money.  When they 
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Those Voices I Once Knew 

By Maria Warner-Dowrich 

The voices I once knew 

Those voices that made me blue 

Calling out to me - 

Voices of promiscuity and fornication 

The voices that caught my attention; 

The world was my oyster for the taking (and I took) 

This I tell you I am not faking. 

I thought I knew what I wanted 

I thought I knew what was best 

But I was miserable, confused and obsessed, 

By those voices that shouted loud and clear 

ñCome to me, come to me my dear, 

Taste the fruit of the world,  

Come and be my girlò 

This happiness I thought I knew 

Lasted a mere moment or two! 

This happiness I then sought 

One Man died and bought! 

I met this Man one day 

The happiest, I dare say 

At the foot of the Hill 

I met Jesus and my world stood still  

He read my life like an opened book 

He looked at me and thatôs all it took 

He changed my life, my world and my home 

The love He gave me Iôve never known 

There that day at the foot of the hill! 
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The Poetõs Voice 

 

ñI thought I knew 
what I wanted 

I thought I knew 
what was best 

But I was miserable, 
confused and 
obsessed..ò 
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Appetizers:  

(Bajan style)  

Fried Sweet Plantain  

Ingredients: 

1 half-ripe plantain 

Oil for deep frying 

Serving platter/plate 

Preparation: 

Slice plantain diagonally into 
1/8ò thick slices. Deep fry until 

Golden brown. Serves three 
people ( about 12 slices) 

Alternate Preparation Style: 
Plantains can also be fried in a 
batter made of flour, egg and   

water.  

  Cherries & Cheese  

Ingredients: 

1 lb. sharp cheddar cheese 

1 bottle Marchiano cherries 

1 medium grapefruit 

1 box cocktail tooth ticks 

Serving tray 

Preparation:  
Cut cheese into 1/2ò cubes. 
Place tooth pick through the 
center of one cube of cheese 
followed by a cherry, also 
through the center. Stick the 
tooth pick into the grapefruit 
with the cherry and cheese 
away from the grapefruit.  Re-
peat these steps until ingredi-
ents are depleted or grapefruit 
cannot hold any more.  

Optional: You can also add 

green seedless olives ð Cheese, 
Cherries and Olives.   

Stuff Prunes  

Ingredients: 

1 lb prunes 

1 lb peanut butter 

1 box cocktail tooth picks 

Serving tray 

Preparation: 

Slice prunes lengthwise (remove 
seeds if not seedless). Fill with 
peanut butter, place tooth pick 
through center of prune and 
onto serving tray. Repeat this 
process until ingredients are de-
pleted.   

Hope you enjoy these appetiz-
ers...just something different 
from the norm! 

Bon Appetite!  

Ava 

Cookôs Corner  

  

 

 

 

But today under the dispensation 

of grace we are so very blessed that 

the Lord does not pour out His 

wrath on us as He did at that time. 

Therefore, we can come to the 

distinct conclusion that this day of 

grace does not identify with the 

Pentecostal Era.  We can see some 

similarities in accordance with the 

Holy Spirit and how God dealt 

with blatant liars in that age.  He 

no longer deals with us in such a 

manner.  He has reserved His 

judgment for His impending re-

turn.   We are told by scripture 

that great fear came upon the 

church and upon all those who 

heard these things (Acts 5:11)-the 

deaths of Ananias and Sapphira 

and most likely that Peter knew 

ñWe can see 
some similarities 

in accordance 
with the Holy 
Spirit and how 
God dealt with 
blatant liars in 

that age. ò 
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To answer the articleôs question, 

Who were Ananias and Sap-

phira?  They were believers not 

unlike you and I. They were hus-

band and wife who allowed Satan 

to plant deceit in their hearts.  

Did Ananias hatched this plot 

and included his wife?  Or did 

she come up with this brilliant 

idea and shared it with her hus-

band?  We will never know.   

Whoever hatched the plot they 

both committed the unpardon-

able sin and they both paid for it 

with their lives! 

Food for thought:  When and if 

you decide to tell a lie, remember 

to whom you are about to lie. It is 

not to the person to whom you 

are directing the lie, but to God  

who knows the hearts of all men. 

Think before you speak, for out of 

the mouth comes the thoughts of 

the heart. 

Scripture for reflection:  Gal. 6:7, 

8 Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked: for whatever a man 
sows, that he will also reap.  For 

he who sows to his flesh will of 
the flesh reap corruption, but he 
who sows to the Spirit will of the 

Spirit reap everlasting life. 


